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Please join GSA in observing Drive Safely Work Week, October 4-8! The campaign is sponsored by the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety, in partnership with the Department of Transportation, and has been observed across industries nationwide since 1996. This year’s focus is to reduce traffic crashes due to distracted driving. 

Please give a moment daily to the activities and educational memos you’ll receive in your inbox, and take extra care to drive focused and safely! 
Monday’s Drive Safe Topic: Know your State Laws

TALK ABOUT IT: Do you know your state laws regarding the use of cell phones and texting while driving? Distracted driving has become a national epidemic and state legislation on use of mobile technology while driving is changing rapidly. 

ACTIVITY: Are you familiar with your state laws? Test your knowledge with this quick quiz! 
(Web Attachment)
TAKE-AWAY: Click on the map to find highway safety laws by state



http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/bystate/index.html 
 For more information on the Drive Safely Work Week campaign, visit www.trafficsafety.org/drivesafelyworkweek/
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October 4-8 is Drive Safely Work Week, and GSA invites you to join us in observing the important topic of driver safety. Please give a moment to the activity and information below, and take extra care to drive focused and safely!
Tuesday’s Drive Safe Topic: Take a Look in the Rearview Mirror
TALK ABOUT IT: Distracted driving is the presence of anything that can distract a driver’s physical and mental attention from driving.  While the ability to multitask is a desirable skill in the office, it is imperative when driving to focus on the task at hand. 

It is estimated that a driver makes an average of 20 major decisions during every mile of driving, and drivers frequently have less than one-half second to act to avoid a collision. There are so many skills used to safely drive a car that in reality, driving itself is multitasking. Adding non-driving tasks to the already-demanding load of coordinating your eyes, ears, hands, body, feet and mind in safely operating a vehicle is never a good idea.
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Cell Phone Facts: 

• A recent simulator study showed that drivers on cell phones look but fail to see up to 50% of the information in the driving environment. 
• Studies have indicated that text messaging on a cell phone while driving increased crash risk more than 23 times.
ACTIVITY: Do you adjust the stereo, search for items in the glove compartment or a briefcase, read maps, make or take phone calls while driving? A recent poll conducted by Nationwide Insurance indicated 98% of people feel they are safe drivers, yet nearly three-quarters report that they perform other tasks while driving. 

Assess your own potential for distracted driving by completing this interactive quiz! 

(The results are for your eyes only, so be honest!)

(Web attachment- Rate Your Risk)
TAKE-AWAY: Please take a moment to look through these important facts and tips to increase your awareness and help you to develop strategies to minimize distractions. 
(Web attachment- Important Driver Facts)
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October 4-8 is Drive Safely Work Week, and GSA invites you to join us in observing the important topic of driver safety. Please give a moment to the activity and information below, and take extra care to drive focused and safely!
Thursday’s Drive Safe Topic: Get Social with Commuting!
TALK ABOUT IT: Use your cell phone on your commute; just don’t drive! 

If you live and work in an area supported by a mass transit system, many bus and train systems now offer wireless connectivity so you can safely use your commute time to catch up on communications. If saving fuel and maintenance costs weren’t incentive enough, the added benefit of being able to safely use mobile technology during commute time may be just the ticket needed to let someone else do the “driving.” 

Technology for smart phones makes the use of mass transit easier than ever. Applications are available for download to smart phones that can provide bus and train schedules, routes and maps, tell you where the nearest available taxi is, and more.
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ACTIVITY: Get Social! Check out www.commuterchoice.com to see what all of the mass transit options are near you! 

Social media makes carpooling easier with applications available to arrange ride-sharing in communities and companies. One application uses a Facebook tool to advertise your empty seats to friends or colleagues, or to find people you trust with whom to share a ride. Another uses a ratings system so that those who enjoy each others’ company will be matched again. (Try searching on terms such as “rideshare applications” to find specific tools.)
TAKE-AWAY: Need a Commuter Policy at your organization? At www.commuterchoice.com, you’ll find a new “Guide to Implementing Effective Commuter Choice Programs,” developed by the Federal Highway Administration (found under Employer Resources).

For more information on the efforts GSA is taking to promote safe driving, please contact Emily Gartland at emily.gartland@gsa.gov
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October 4-8 is Drive Safely Work Week, and GSA invites you to join us in observing the important topic of driver safety. Please give a moment to the activity and information below, and take extra care to drive focused and safely!

Friday’s Drive Safe Topic: A Pledge to Drive Focused

TALK ABOUT IT: Whether it’s your children or grandchildren, your spouse, your parents, your dog, your cat, neighbors, or good friends, someone is counting on you to get home safely every day. Take a moment to picture the important people or pets in your life. These are the reasons we drive safely, and these are the reasons to make a pledge today to drive focused.
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ACTIVITY: Make a Visible Pledge 

Take a moment to create a pledge with statements to which you can commit (see attached sample), add a small photo or two of those you care about, sign it and make it visible! Slip the card into an optional laminating pouch for protection and keep it where you’ll see it often. Ideas to consider are storing it above your car’s visor, displayed at your desk or in your locker. You may even want to scan the card and save it as “wallpaper” on your computer.
This is a great opportunity to show your commitment to drive focused and to share your safety culture with customers, vendors and guests that may visit your place of business. 
(Web Attachments: Make a Pledge and Sample Pledge)

TAKE-AWAY: Adopt a Culture Shift

If your organization already has a formal cell phone policy in place, is considering issuing a policy, or is working to combat the issue of distracted driving through education, you may need to make some changes in corporate culture to help ensure success. It’s important to look at the way your organization does business and communicate a shift in regard to management’s expectations of employee availability and response times. To help you move in this direction, we suggest a Management Pledge. 

Use the template provided to print pledge cards and distribute to all levels of management for their signature (assuming you have obtained buy-in and approval.) 

Once signed, be sure the pledge is placed in an area visible to all employees or distributed to each one individually. 

Consider producing an enlarged version of the pledge, request that all managers put their signature on it and keep it displayed in a high-visibility area. You could invite employees to attend a pledge-signing ceremony, kicked-off with remarks of support from senior management. 

You may even want to involve your organization’s public relations department to make this activity a community/public-relations opportunity by inviting the local media to attend your “pledge-signing” event.
For more information on the efforts GSA is taking to promote safe driving, please contact Emily Gartland at emily.gartland@gsa.gov
